Considerations in planning a newborn developmental care program in a community hospital setting.
The effectiveness of developmental care has primarily been evaluated in large tertiary neonatal intensive care units (NICUs) and has shown some promise in enhancing the developmental outcomes of premature newborns cared for in these settings. These interventions have never been prospectively evaluated outside of tertiary care settings. This article attempts to define and critically review developmental care. The differences between large teaching hospital NICUs and smaller community hospital units are highlighted. An overview of developmental care strategies is provided, along with considerations and resources available to support the implementation of developmental care in the community setting.